
 
History Project Guidelines 
 
During the course of the semester each student will be required to prepare a history research project. This project involves the collection of primary and secondary source materials addressing a specific topic in United States history. In the process, students are introduced to and learn to familiarize themselves with techniques and tools of historical research. Students will select a historical topic of their own choice. This topic has to address either an event or historical figure in any time period (Hist 1302: US History Since 1877) of United States history. Students will gather, copy, and organize primary and secondary source materials that illuminate and analyze the event or historical event/figure selected.  
 
 
 
 
Students have to gather the following materials: 
1. Find at least three primary source documents that pertain to the selected topic and produce copies of the documents. (Interview, letter, diary excerpts, newspaper articles etc.) 
2. Find at least three books that pertain to the selected topic and copy the title page of each book. (Academic/Scholarly work) 
3. Find at least three essays published in academic periodicals that pertain to the selected topic and copy either the first page of each essay or the *abstract for each essay. 
4. Find at least three visual sources (photograph, painting, drawing, *political cartoon etc.) that pertain to the selected topic and produce copies of them.  
5. Find at least two websites that pertain to the selected topic and produce a printout of their home pages. 
6. Write a two-page reflective essay. What did you make of the topic? What did you learn from the historical investigation?  Did your perception / perspective/interpretation of the topic change? What piece of evidence did you find the most striking?  
 
 
 
Tools for locating these materials are for example The New York Times, JSTOR, America History and Life. These tools and other tools are available / accessible at UTRGV’s Library and website. 
 
Students are supposed to produce all the collected materials (copies and printouts) in a folder in the above outlined order (1-7). This folder MUST contain a title page with the student’s name, course, and a list of the enclosed material in chronological order (Table of Contents). 
 
Completed projects are due on WEEK 8 (March 3, 2021). Late projects will not be accepted. 
 
Evaluation: Projects will be graded based on completeness, applicability of material to the selected topic, and quality of source material collected. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
